NGJS CONFERENCE 2025: JEWISH TEXTS AND MATERIALITY

Monday November 10, 9:30-17:00

University Library Utrecht Science Park, Bucheliuszaal
Organisers: Dr. Ortal-Paz Saar (UU) and Dr. Eric Ottenheijm (UU)

Programme

9.30-10.00

Reception and Admission

10.00-10.15

Welcome Prof. Irene Zwiep, chair NGJS
Opening by Dr. Eric Ottenheijm and Dr.
Ortal-Paz Saar, host organizers.

10.15-11.00

Keynote Lecture Prof. Gideon Bohak, Tel
Aviv University. “The Materiality of
Historical Sources and the Writing of
Jewish History.”

11.00-11.15

Response Prof. Emile Schrijver, director
Joods Cultureel Kwartier, University of
Amsterdam.

11.15-11.25

Short debate

11.25-11.40

Coffee Break

11.40-12.40

1. Prof. Bart Wallet and Dr. Sietske
van der Veen, University of
Amsterdam. “Texts atthe
Cemetery: Intersecting Space and
Matter at Muiderberg.”

2. Anne Sieberichs, PhD candidate,
Utrecht University. “Inscribed
Traditions: Materiality and Magical
Knowledge in Jewish-Aramaic
Incantation Bowls.”

3. Dr.Joachim Yeshaya, The Tilburg
School of Catholic Theology.
“Inscriptions on Bowls: Examples
from Medieval Hebrew Poetry.”

Chair: Prof. Lieve Teugels

12.40-13.15

Lunch

13.15-13.45

Manuscripts from the Special Collection
of Utrecht Library, with dr. Bart Jaski.

13.45-14.45

4. Dr. Eelco Glas, Aarhus University.
“Mediterranean Scholarly
Networks and the Materiality of




Jewish Literary Texts in the Early
Roman Empire.”

Dr. Ayhan Aksu, KU Leuven.
“Between papyrus and skin: the
writing materials of the Dead Sea
Scrolls.”

Prof. em. Jan Willem van Henten,
University of Amsterdam and
Stellenbosch University. “The
Maccabean Plaque of the Or Torah
synagogue in Acco/Acre.”

Chair: Prof. Irene Zwiep

14.45-15.00

Coffee Break

15.00-16.00

7. Nicolas Turner, PhD candidate,

Leiden University. “Historicizing
Jewish identity and cultural
materialism in Gary Shteyngart’s
Absurdistan; or, re-periodizing the
contemporary in American literary
studies.”

Dr. Anna de Wilde, Allard Pierson,
University of Amsterdam. “Dutch
Sephardi prayer books:
manuscript culture in Early
Modern Amsterdam.”

Dr. Magdalena Janosikova,
University of Amsterdam. “The
(Im)materiality of Embodied
Knowledge: Early Modern Jews,
Medical Knowledge, and the Book
as its Source.”

Chair: Dr. Albertina Oegema

16.00-16.15

Coffee Break

16.15-16.55

10.Dr. Evelien Chayes, IRHT-CNRS,

Paris “The Textual Relevance of
Commercial Objectsin Early
Modern Venice’s Jewish




Cityscape.”

11. Dr. Itamar ben Ami, Utrecht
University. “From ‘Clothing’
Decrees to ‘Stripping’ Regulations:
The Birth of Jewish Attire.”

Chair: Dr. Ortal-Paz Saar and Dr. Eric

Ottenheijm
16.55-17.00 Closure
17.00-17.30 Drinks
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